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TO THE RIGHT 
Honorable, the Lady BRIDGE 


RATLIFFE,Lady Fitx waters: 
Nobert Greene wiſheth increaſe of 


honour and vertue. 


—- 


ns Ighe beautiful and bountifull La- 


5 dy, finding my ſelfe humbly de- 


uoted to the Right honourable 
> 
- 
TY 


the Lord Fitzwaters your huſbid, 
not onely that I am borne his, but 
alſo for the gracious acceptanceo 
a ſmall Pamphlet, written by an 
other, & preſented to him by me: 
I endeuoured any way, and euery 
way that I might,to diſcouer my affectionate duety to 
him by ſome Choller-like labours,that I beganne to toſſe 
ouer the firſt fruits of my wits, wrapt vp as ſchollers trea- 
ſures be,ig looſe papers,that I might 45 out ſome thing 
worthy his Honor, but finding al worthleſſe of his Lord- 
ſhip, at laſt, I lighted vpon this fiction of Venetian Philo- 
melu, which I had written long ſince, & kept charily, be- 
ing penned at the requeſt of a Counteſſe in this land, to 
approue womens chaſtity: as ſoone as I had read it o- 
uer, and reduced it into forme, licking it a little as the 
Beares doe their whelpes, to bring them to perfection: I 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
haue reſolued to make good my duety to his Lordſhip, in 
doing homage with my ſimple labours to your Ladifhip, 
knowing,ſcruice done to the wife, is gratified in the huſ- 
band : whereupon I preſume to preſent the dedication of 
chaſt Philomelato your Honour, and to chriſten it in 
your Ladiſhips name, calling it the Lady Fitzwaters 
Nightingale,as if I ſhould infinuate a compariſon twixt 
you and him of equall and honourable vertues:Imitating 
herein Maſter Abraham France, Who tituled the Lamen- 
tations of Amint as, vnder the name of the Counteſſe of 
Pembrookes [wie Church: for herein your Ladyſhip had 
farre more perfections then yeares, and more in ward ex- 
cellence then externe beauty, yet ſo beautifull, as few fo 
fayre, though none more vertuous, I thought the Le- 
gend of an honourable and chaſte Lady, would be grate- 
full to your Honour, whoſe mind is wholy delighted in 
chaſt thoughts, keeping herein a perfect decorum to ap- 
propriate the nature of the gift to the content of the per- 
ſon, Fot ſuch as offer incence to Venta, burne myrrhe 
mixcd with Eringion. Thoſe that glory Pallas, giue her 
a ſhield : Diaxs preſent a bow: witty Poems ate fitte 
for wiſe heads, & examples of honor, for ſuch as triumph 
in vertue; ſo that ſeeing there hath few led more chaſte 
then an Italian Philomela, I thought none onely more fit 
to patronize her Honours then your Ladyſhippe, whoſe 
chaſtity is as farreſpred,as you are eyther knowne or ſpo- 
ken of: If then my well meaning may not be miſconſtru- 
ed, but my preſumption pardoned, and my labours fauou- 
red with your gracious acceptation, I haue hat! aymed 
at, and what I expected, in the hope of which courte ſie 
ſetting downe my reſt, I humbly take my leaue. 


Your Ladiſhippes in all 
dutifull ſeruice, 


Robert Greene, 
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TO THE GENTLEMEN REA- 
ders, Health. 


File contents of lines could at life diſco- 
WIKI wer the colour of the face,you ſbould, Gentle- 
men ſee my ruddy cheekes manifeſt my open 
follies:but ſeeing paper cannot bluſh, I will 
confeſſe my fault, and ſo humbly craue par- 

8 I promiſed Gentlemen, both mm 'y 
Mourning Garment, and Farewell to 
Follies, neuer to buſie my ſelfe about any wanton pamphlets a- 
gaine, nor to hae m * brayne counted ſo addle, as to ſet out any 
matter hat were amorout: but yet am Icome, contrary to vow 
and proriſe, once againe to the Preſſe with à labour of Lone, 
which I hatched long agoe, though now brought forth to light. 
If the Printer had not beene, I would hane had it thruſt out as an 
Orphant, without any name to father it : but at his earneſt in- 
treaty I was content to ſubſcribe, though I abide your hard 
— and angry frownes for a penaxce, Therefore ſith the 
worke was writ afore my vow and publiſhed vpon ducty to ſo 
honowrable and beautifull a Lady : I humbly ſue for ſuuour, 
and crane that you will beare — this fault and hold me euerie 
way excuſed : which courteſie if you graunt me, I haue more 


than I deſerue, and as much as my deſire enery way can wiſh, 
and ſo farewell, 


Yours, Robert Greene, 
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Here dwelled in the 
5 City of Venice, niere 
le the Rialto, an Carle ot 


„ Called 11 Conte 
Phi ippo Medico, & 
2 Gentleman 


birth, as being by 
the mothers de of the mij but euery way furniſht 
with ciuill vertues fo: peace, and martiall valour foz 
the warres, as politicke at home, as reſolute abꝛoad: 
reuerenſt of all, not foz his gray haires, foz he was 
young, but foz his many vertues, wherein hee ouer- 
went men of age. This Conte Philippo had by the 
fauour of Foztune, aud his ane fozefight , linked 
himſelte to a young Gentlewoman in mariage,called 
Philomela Celij, at that time the wonder of Venice, not 
fo2 her beauty, though Italy affo2dcd none ſo fapze, noz 
foz her dowꝛy, though ſhe were the —_ daughter the 2 
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Duke of Millain : but foꝛ the admirable honours of her 
mind, which were ſo many, and matchleſſe, that vertue 
ſeemed to haut planted there the paradiſe of her perfec- 
tion: her age exceeded not 17 .yet appeared there fuch a 
ſimmetry of moꝛe then womanly excellence in cuery 
action of this Uenetian paragon, that Italy held her life 
as an inſtance of all commendable qualities: ſhee was 
modeſt without ſullenneCe,and ſilent, not as a fole,but 
becauſe ſhe would not be counted a blab:chaſt,+ vet not 
cop,fo2 the pw2ef of all held her courteous:though ſhe 
was poũg, yet ſhe deſired nepther to gad noꝛ to gaze,noz 
to haue her beauty made common to every bad compa⸗ 
nions eye: the vale ſhe vfed foz her face, was the couert 
of her owne houſe:fo2 ſheneuer would goe abzoad but 
in the company of her huſband, and then with ſuch baſh- 
fulnes, that ſhee ſeemed to hold her ſelfe faulty in ſtep⸗ 
ping beyond the ſhadow of her owne manſion: thus was 
Phil omela famous koꝛ her exquiſite vertnes,+ Philippo 
fo:tunate fo2 inioping ſo vertuous a paramoux. But as 
there is no Antidot ſo pꝛecious, but being tempered 
with Antimonte, is infectious:noz no hart ſo ſoueraigne 
god, but art cã make ſimply ill:ſo Philippo was not ſa 
comendable foꝛ ſome god parts, as wards bad 
thought of foz ſome vnwozthy qualities. Foz though he 
had a wife euery way anſwerable to his own wiſh, both 
fapꝛe to pleaſe his epe, ann honeſt to content his humoz, 
pet in ſeeking to quittance theſe vertues with loue, hee 
ſo ouerloued her, that he plagued her moze with tealou⸗ 
ſie, thenrecompentt her with affection, inſomuch that 
with a deepe inſight, entring into the conſideration of 
her beauty, ⁊ her pouth,he began to ſuſpect, that ſuch as 
frequented his houſe foz traffique(foz the greateſt men 
in Venice vſed marchandiſe) were rather dane thi 
ther by a deſire to fee his wife,then fo the ſpeciall vſe 
of any other his commodities. Feeving vpon this paſ- 
ſion that gnaweth like enuy vpon her own fleſh, he — 


£ 


PHILOMELA. 


led to mind, to which of his friends ſhe ſhewed the malt 
gracions loks,vpon whom ſhe glanſt the moſt ſmiling 
fauo:s,whoſe caruer ſhe would be at the table,towhom 
ſhe would dꝛink, who had moſt courteous intertaine⸗ 
ment at her hands,theſe men he did moſt ſuſpect t en- 
up, as thoſe to whom he thought his wife fo2 thoſe grã⸗ 
ted fauours molt affectionate. Yet when he called to 
mind her chaſt vertues, and did ruminate the particu- 
larities of his Loues toward himſelfe, he ſuppꝛeſt the 
ſuſpicious flame of iealouſie, with the aſſured p2oofes 
of her inuincible chaſtity; hammering theſe betwirt 
fearc and hope, he built caſtles in the ayze, and reacht 
beyond the moon: one while ſwearing all women were 
falſe and inconſtant, t then again pꝛoteſting, if all wo⸗ 
men were ſo, vet nat all,becauſe Philomela wag not ſs. 
In this iealous quandary he vſed to humſelf this quaint 
diſcourſe: Jfloue be a bleſſing,Philippo, as yet pꝛoues 
in the end moſt bitter, how bleft are they that neuer 
make triall of ſo ſow2e a ſweet! A child ſtung with a 
Bee, will flie from the honey-combe;ſuch as are bitten 
with vipers,will feare to ſleepe on the graſſe: but men 
toucht with the inconuenience of fancy, hunt with 
ſighes to inrich themſelues with that paſſion: what c6- 
queſt haue ſuch as win fayze women? Euen the like 
victozy that Alexander had in ſubduing the Scythians 
reconciled friends, who, the moze they flattered him, the 
moꝛe he miſtruſted. Beautyis like the herbe Larix, cle 
* the watet, but hote in the ſtomacke:pꝛetious, while 
it is a bloſſome, but p2eiudiciall,grown to a fruit:a iem 
not to be valued, if ſet in vertue, but diſgraſt with a bad 
koile lu oa ring of gold in a ſ wines ſnowt;yet what cd 
fo2t is there in life, i man had no ſolace, but man- wo⸗ 
men are ſweet helps, t thoſe kind creatures that God 
made to perfect vp mens excellence. Truth, Philippo, 
they be wonders ot nature, i they wong not nature: 
and admirable Angels, if . would not be — th 
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PHILOMELA 
with angels to become dinels. Dh, flatter not thy ſelfe 
in flattering them, foꝛ where they find ſubmiſſion, there 
they p2oclaime contempt : and if thou makeft them thy 
mate, they will giue thee ſuch a checkemate, that hap- 
pily thou ſhalt line by the loſſe all thy life after: what 
needs this inuectiue humoz againſt women, when thou 
haſt ſuch a wife, as euery way is abſolute, both foz beu- 
ty and vertue ? let ſuch as haue bene ſtung with — 
ſcozpion, be warned: ſpeake thou as thou findeſt, and 

then thou wilt ſay, that women are creatures, as ex⸗ 
tellent in mind, as they be ſingular in complerion: as 
farre beyond men in inward vertues, as they exceed — 
in exterioʒ beauties. J grant all this: pet Philippo, the 
iuyte of the Heleboꝛus is poyſon; the greener the A- 
liſander leaues be, the moze bitter is the ſappe, euery 
outward appearance is not an authenticall inſtance , 
women haue chaſte eycs, when they haue wanton 
thoughts, and modeſt looks, when they harbour laſciui- 
ous wiſhes: the Eagle when he ſoareth neareſt to the 
ſunne, then he houers fo2 his pꝛey, the Salamander is 
moſt warm, when he lyeth furtheſt from the fire, and 
then are women moſt hart hollow, when they are moſt 
lip- holy, and by theſe peniſes, Philippo. argue of thy 
wines p2eciſencſſe,fo2 though ſhe leeme chat, yet may 
ſhe ſecretly delight in change, and though her counte⸗ 
nance be cop to all, vet her conſcience may be courteous 
to ſome one: when the ſunne ſhines moſt gariſh, it foze- 
che wes a ſhowꝛe, when the birds ſing earelp, there is a 
ſto2me befoꝛe night, womens flatteries are no mo2e to 
be truſted tha an Aſtronomers Almanack,that pꝛoclai⸗ 
meth that foꝛ a moſt fapꝛe day, that pzoues moſt clowdy; 


and ſo of Philomela. As thus as the County Philippo 


was iarring with himſelfe about this humour of iea⸗ 
loſie, there came ta him while he ſate ( foꝛ all this while 
he was in an Arbour in his Garden) a familiar friend 
of his, called Signeor Giouanni Luteſio, ſo pziuate vnto 
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the Earle in all his ſecret affaires, that hee concealed 
nothing from him which came within the compaſſe of 
his thoughts: this Signeor Giouanni ſeeing the Coun 
ty in a bow ſtudy, wakened hum out of his muſe with 
a merry greeting, bad a penny foꝛ his thought: the 
Earle ſeeing his ſecond ſelfe, his onely repoſito2y of his 
Auate paſſions, entertapned him very curteouſly, and 
after ſome familar ſpeeches vſed betwirt the,Giouanni 
began to queſtion what the cauſe was of that melancho- 
ly dumpe that he found him in: the Earle fetching a 
great ſigh,taking Lutcſioby the hand, ſetting him down 
by him, began to rehearſe from point to point what a 
tealons ſuſpition he had of his wines beauty, ⁊ that foꝛ 
all the ſhew of her honeſty, hee ſomewhat doubted of 
her chaſtity. Giouanni,who with a reuerent loue fauo- 
red the Counteſſe, began ſomwhat ſharpely to rep2one 
the Carle, that he ſhould admit of ſo foliſh a paſſion, as 
tealdufre,s miſconfter of her whoſe vertuous life was 
ſo famous thꝛough all Venice. As ſuſpicions heads wat 
not ſophiſtrie to ſupply their miſtruſt, ſa Philip at that 
time was not barren of arguments, tu p2one the ſubtil⸗ 
ty of women, their intonſtancy, how they were faced 
like Ianus, hauing one full of furrswes, the other of 
miles, wearing, he ſhould neuer be merry at his hart, 
till he han made an aſſured p2ofe of her chaſtity, + with 
that he bꝛoke with Signcor Giouanni Luteſio, that hee 
ſhould be the man to make experience of her honeſty,al- 
though the Gentleman was very vnwilling to take 
fuch a taſke in haud, doubting, leſt in dallying with the 
lame, he might burn his finger, ſo iniure his friend; 
pet at the impoꝛtunate intreaty of Philippo, he pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed to vndertake the matter, by all me anes poſſible to 
aſſault the inuincibie Foꝛt of her / chaſtity, p:oteſting, 
that if he found her pliant to liſten to his paſſions, (hee 
would make it manifeſt to him without diſſembling, 
Philippo glad of this, to graunt Giouanni opoztuntty to 
B 3 court 
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court his wife, would be moze often abꝛoad, and that he 
might dꝛiue her the ſoner to liſten vnto his ſute, he v⸗ 
ſednot that wonted loue and familiarity that hee wag 
accuſtomed to doe, but quitted all her dutifull fauours 
with vncouth and diſdainefull frownes, ſo that poze 
Philomela, who knew nothing of his compacted treche- 
ry, beganne to wonder what had altered her huſbands 
wonted humour, and like a god wife ſhe began to exa⸗ 
mine her owne conſcience, wherein ſhe had giuen him 
any occaſion of offence, feeling her ſelfe guiltles (vnles 
his owne conceit deceiued him) ſhe imagined that her 
huſband affected ſome other Lady moze than her ſelfe; 
which imagination ſhe concealed with patience, & re- 
ſolued not by reuealing it, to retriue him from his new 
intertained fancy,but with obedience, loue and ſilence 
to recouer herPhilippo to fauour none but his Philo- 
mela. While thus her mind a little ſuſpicious began to 
wauer, Luteſio began to lay his baytes to betray this 
filly innocent. Now pou mult imagine, he was a young 
Gentleman of a god houſe,of no meane wealth, noz anp 
way made info2tnnate by nature, fo he was counted 
the moſt fine and courtly Gentlem in all Venice. This 
Luteſio therefoꝛe ſieking fit opoztumity to find Madam 
Philomela in a merry vepn(fo2 time is called that Cap- 
pillata Miniſtra,that fauours Louers in their foztunes) 
watched ſonarrowly, that he found the Counteſſe ſit⸗ 
ting alone in her Garven, playing vpon a Lute many 
pꝛety Noundelayes, Boꝛginets, Padzigals, and ſuch 
pleaſant leſtons, all as it were, amozous loue, vowed in 
honour of Venus, ſinging to her Lute many pꝛetty and 
merry vitties, ſome of her owne compoſing, and ſome 
wꝛitten by ſome witty Gentlemen of Venice, thinking 
now tune had ſmiled vpon him, by putting her in ſuch 
an humoꝛous veyne.At laſt hee heard her warble out 
this pleaſant Ove. | - 
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Philomelas Ode that ſhee ſung in her 
eArborr. 


Itting by a Riuers ſide, 
8 Where a ſilent ſtreame did glide, 
Muſe I did of many things, 

That the mind in quiet brings. 

I gan thinke how ſome men deeme 
Gold their god, and ſome eſteeme 
Honour is the chiefe content, 

That to man in life is lent, 

And ſome others doe contend, 
Quiet none, like to a friend. 

Others hold, there is no wealth 
Compared to a perfect health. 

Some mans mind in quiet ſtands, 
When he is Lord of many lands. 

But I did ſigh, and ſayd all this 

Was but a ſhade of perfect blis. 

And in my thoughts I did approue, 
Nought ſo ſweet as is true loue, 
Loue twixt Louers paſſeth theſe, 
When mouth kifſerh and hart grees, 
With folded armes and lippes meeting, 
Each foule another ſweetly greeting. 
For by the breath the ſoule fleeteth, 
And ſoule with ſoule in kiſſing meeteth. 
If Loue be ſo ſweet a thing, 

That ſuch happy bli ſſe doth bring, 
Happy is loues ſugred thrall, 

But vnhappy Maydens all, 

Who eſteeme your Virgins bliſſes, 
Sweeggr then a wiues ſweet kiſſes. 
No ſut᷑h quiet to the mind, 
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As true loue with kiſſes kind. 

But if a kiſſe proue vncha ſt, 

Then is true loue quite diſgr aſt. 
Though loue be ſweet, learn this ofme 
No loue ſweet but honeſty. 


As ſoone as Philomela had ended her Ode, Signior 
Luteſio ſtept to her, 4 halfe mard her melody with this 
valokt foꝛ motion: am glad adam, to find pou ſo ful 
ol glee, womens minds ſet on mirth, ſhewes their 
thoughts are at quiet,when birds ſing eaxly there hath 
been a ſweet dew; ſo your moznings Antheme ſhewes 
pour nights content, the ſubiect of pour ſong,” and the 
cenſure of mp thoughts argue vpon concluſion: foz 
likely it is, you haue found kiſſing ſweet, that ſo high- 
ly commend it; but as the old Pzonerbe is, ſuch laugh 
as winne,and ſuch as Venus fauours,may affo2d her in⸗ 
cenſe:lone is pꝛecious to ſuch as poſſeſſe theirloue;but 
there is no hell, i lone be not hell to ſuch as dare not 
expꝛeſſe their paſſions. Philomela ſeeing Luteſio tooke 
her napping in ſinging ſo merry an Ode, ſhewed in the 
bluſh of her cheekes, the baſhfulnes ol her thoughts, vet 
knowing he was her huſbands familiar, he cared the 
leſſe, and ſmiling, made him this pleaſant anſwere: 
Signior Luteſio, as I reliſht a wanton ſong at randon, 
ſo I little lookt your eares ſhould haue been troubled 
with my muſick, but fince vou are a hearer of my hoarſe 
ditty, take it as you find it, and conſter of it as you 
pleaſe, I know mine own meaning beſt. In that A 
commend kiſſing, tt argues me the moze kind, and my 
huſband the moꝛe louing, in that J find lippe-loue ſo 
ſweet; women may be wantons in their huſbands, pet 
not immodeſt: and wines are allowed to ſpoꝛt, ſo 
their dallying be not diſhoneſt; pet had J known you 
had been ſo nie, J would haue been moge ſilent, and at 
this wo2d ſhe blulht again, diſcoueringop her loks, it 
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| nior Luteſio, 
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de pbur dne oaker? Maus, Luteſio, if honeſt, is 
diſdaine, but not diſgrace.De- 
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that apmedat:mvtherefoze charged him bythe 
loue thathe bare to Philippo Medico, that he would tell 
her whether it was a wife oz amapd that hee thus car- 
neſtiy affected. Lurcko bziefip tolde her, that ſhee Was 
not only a wife, bet mapde to one, wham ſhe alanoſt as 
tenderlyloued;as hedidthe @arleherhuſkay: e 
woman,awtherefoze 


warned ih loueDh 
eg rm gs | 
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den, that 


molt pztiudicial: that 
the holieſt men in ſhew are oftthe holloweſt me in ſub⸗ 
lancezand where there is the greateſt louvith ofvertue, 
there in tune appeareth'the 
— 
Bath not Venice helbs ther mae — foz Oy $6 


ding paſſion of luſt;reach not an eueriaſting pentiance 
of infamy.As J millike of thy choice,l0-J canbut won- 
der at thy change. to ſe th wert 


earſt ſo fo2 
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are to (mall effect: ſuppoſe the Lady whom thou loueſt 
is honeff; then is thy loue as vnlikely as Ixions was to 
Iuno; who ayming at the ſubſfante, was made afwic 
with 8 2 A tell ther, it is moꝛe eaſie to cut a Dia 

aglaſſ,topierceſtele with afether, to tye 


an 
hearts be 


to be peaxſt 
to be made ſof t fire. A — regar 
deth her honour, wil dis with Lucrecc, vefozeſhe agree 
to luſt, che will oate coales with Porria, befoꝛt the pꝛaue 
— — wert, euery mii 
hap content,befoze- ſhee 


— 4 -Mturements 
of any wanton Lecher. Imagine ard up whom thou 
loueſt to be luch a one, then wil itq thy hope,cole 
thy deſires and-quench thoſo-vnbzivel ed thoughts that 
leade thee on tofuchfollyes:fo2ifſho ba wanton, what 

doeſt thou winine her that-mimphath wozno; and mo2e 
than thy ſelfe may vanquiſhra light huſwifcand a lewd 
minion, that after —— — the flower of herloue, 
Thefius will marrp with Menelaus, and then cunne a- 
way with Paris: amopous 40 euery one;becauſe ſhe is 
humourous to all; Then Luceſio;ſeeing if thou likeff an 
honeſt Lady, thy lone is paſthope; and if thou wooeſt a 
wWanton, thou ſhalt gain but what others haue left;leaug 
both, and becom as hitherto thou haſt been an honeſt gen⸗ 
Reman in ol mens: 2 ſhalt thou — 

3. 


PHILOMELA. - | 
thought of,and die honourably : and with that,ſmiling, 
But Lutefio wonding at her vertues,made no anſwer 
he was ſo amazed: butrefted ſilent; which Philomela 
— ten rate TTn 


Philomelaes ſecond Oade. 


| T was winter ſeaſom — acer 
| And faire wealth was geaſon: - + 
Meades that carſt with greene were ſpred, 
Wich choyce flowers di | 
Had tawny vales: Cold had ſcattered, |, 
| | there tight you ſec, 


PHILOMELA. 


For his madneſſe, if too much: 
If too little, then 
If too high, he beates the ayre; 
With bootleſſe cries if too low:- 
An Eagle matcheth with: 4 Crow. 
Thence — iarres thus I find, 
Loue is folly, if eakind; - = 
Vet doe men moſt defire 
To be heated with this fire: 
Whoſe flame is ſo pleaſing * 
That they burne yet feele ĩt not: f 
Vet hath loue another kind, = 
Worſe chan cheſe vnto the mind: enen 
That is, when a vvantonscye | 29117229 . —_ 
Aud vwd the Bee  dorhyeiop ye, 
Euery minute to c Able 
— he — 

If that 255 fare 22 his: 
- ' Highly rhus in loue diſgtaſte, 
- — louer is vnchaſte; 
And vvould taſte of fruit forbidden, 
Cauſe the ſcape is eaſily hidden. 
Though ſach loue be weet in brewing 


* 


Bitter is the end 


For the humour of loue © ſhameth, 
1 

ä Pn e rynin 

thus ſo farre a 

Laſt che chip fals in his 

Then it burns that ber bis bis 

— 3 gins to 895 him; 
is choyceſt ſweets turne to p 
He finds lug R firs kalt War, 

That seen deal 


Mens 


P ET EL 4. 


Mens d 
That —— fayre = 


Doth diſhonour other graces; 

If lawleſſe ſous be ſuch — 
Od wy — Srala 

For t inc of Veny 

Is the — voto pane, 
Here he pauſ d and did ſtay, 
Sigh'd and roſe, F and went avvVay- 


. her Dave, the fini- 
led on — — hedendd that this pziuate 
conference ſhall be aconcluGonof your paſſions, and a 


final reſolution tor — diſ⸗ 
oꝛdinate folly of loue: A 2 


moꝛe, bet — — 
— — — FED — mint th 
parlour, 


campany,thep — 
the dap inpleafant l that Luteſio found conuen 
ent opoꝛtunity to diſcouer to Philippo the reſolution of 
his wife, who thought euery minute amanth till he had 
heard what anſwere ſhe had mane to Luteſio, At laſt they 
rae 
ned to * 5 

crompoin abe be 


the chaſtity, — and generall 
vertues of Philomels, Ti, thathe thonght there 
was not a woman of 02 hono- 


PHILOMELA. 


doubted of her vertue: foꝛ he replyed till in his jealous 
humour, that womens wozds were no warrants of 
their truth, that as the Onix is inwardly moſt colv,whe 
it is outwardly moſt hot:\o womens woꝛds are like the 
cries of Lapwings, fertheſt frõ their thoughts, as they 
are from their neſts: they pꝛoclaime filence with they: 
tongues, modeſty with their eyes, chaſtity with their 
actions, when in their hearts they are plotting, how to 
grant an amoꝛous pleaſure to their louers. Tuſh,ſapes 
Philippo, womens tongues are tipt with deceit: they 
can ſing with the Pightingale, though they haue a pꝛick 
at their bꝛelts: they can lend him a cherty lippe, whom 
they hartily loath, and fawn vpon their huſbands necks, 
when they giue their loners a winke: Though my wife 
bath made a fayꝛe ſhe w of vertue, it is no authenticall 

pꝛofe of her honeſty, epther ſhe miſtruſted, oz miſdoub⸗ 
ted of pour ſozcery, oz els ſhe would ſeeme hard in the 
winning, that her chaſtity might bee — the moe 
charp:foꝛ, be ſhe neuer ſo wanton, ſhe will ſeem modeſt, 
and the moſt common Curtezan will to a no uice ſeeme 
the moſt cop matron: they haue their — ct — 
tommaund, their woꝛds at wil, their oathes at 
and al to ſhadow their ſcapes with the maſks o v 
Rodope ſeemed cop to Pfanneticus, els had a — 
neuer conquered a Ring: Hermia chaſte to Ariſtotle, 
elſe had ſhe not N Platoes ourcr- 
woꝛ ne trull not been miſtreſſe 
of his thou * tel thee La hep haue moze wiles 
then the ſun hath beams, to betray the ſimple meaning 
of beſotted lauers. Therefoʒe though ſhee vttered a le- 
gend of gaod leſſons, beleeue her not. Though the Hare 
take ſquat ſhe is not loſt at the firſt default; apply thy 
wits, try her by letters, wzite paſſionately, ⁊ heare her 

anſ were, and aſſure thy ſelt, if thou cunningly caſt foꝛth 

the lure, ſhe will ſon be reclapmed to thy filt.Zhus im 
poztunate was Philippo 1 friend Lute ſio, ** at 
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the lait, he craued licenſe to vepart fo a while, leaning 
— meditating of his melancholy, while hee went 

his chamber, where taking pen and paper he wꝛote 
— this cunning letter. 


AE/ELYL/LX/FE/LLERT Dein — 
PAPAL WAL! NAL N IRE WAKKA 7 KKK 


YO OO YIELD JI OLOL OLA OL OSS TW 
e ESE; 


Luteſio to the fayreſt Philomela, wiſheth 
what he vvants himſelfe. 


„ Ties no wonder, Philomela, if mens 
| [$2201 minds be ſabiec to loue, when their 
7 l eyes are the inſtruments of dere, 

M nan ts any blame wozthy fo2 affec- 
DN ES ting, — as the ſight of man is a 
SS; ſenſe that viewing enery thing muſt 
ee option ANON 

not, ſweet Lady,phtloſ | 


onthe chopce 2 
eyes, and fired my heurt with 

fruition of that bleſſev obtect,can faue me from being 
lones curſevabiect.. Now rare Idea that 


the beautious 


mp heart, ts 
Pardon me, if I pꝛeſume, when the 


pzickes me fozward. . Faults 


that by affection, 
dught to be fozgiuen, — 


PHILOME LA. 
with fauour, and tenſure with mer 


, fog ſo 2 — eager 
— — ko ſetle nner much heat would baced 

my harm; A haue played ſo long with the Pynew at the 

— that Jam am ſtrucken with the hoke ; I haue view- 


ed your beauty with ſuch delight, and conſidered of your 
vertues with ſuch defire, that in your grac ions lokes 
ties the onely hope af mp life.AhPhilorocls, were nat 
mp loue extreame,my paſſions paſſing all meaſure, my 
affection too full af anguiſh : J would haue - concealed 
my thoughts with ſilence,x haue ſmothered my griefes 
with patience: but eyther A muſt liue by revealing it, 
oz die by rep2eſſing it; I feare thou wilt here obied , 
Philippo is my friend, and then Jam of little faith to 
pꝛoſfer him this w2ong; A confeſſe this is a truth, and 
— were J not bewitcht by lone, 
wha neither admitteth exceptions of faith oz friendſhip: 
if it be a paſſion that cantrolleth the gods, nn wonder 
at all if it conquer and command men. If ſonnes diſo- 
bey their Fathers to haue their deſires, it is moze tole- 
rable to cracke Fox the conqueſt of loue. Why 
then did Nature frame beauty to be ſo excellent, it bee 
had tied the winning of it within exceptions? Ik that a 
friend may fault with his friend foꝛ a kingdom,nodoubt 
faith may be bꝛoken foz lone, that is a gr eat deale moze 
puiſſant then and much moze pꝛecious then Dia⸗ 
dems:chiefly, if that the party bexchary to haue regard 
ol his miſtreſſe honour, what the cye ſces not, Philo- 
mela, neuer hurteth the heart, a ſectct loue impeacheth 
not chaſtity. luno neuer frowned when Iupiter made his 
fcapein a cloud. P2inate pleaſures haue neuer iniop⸗ 
ned vnto them any penante, and ſhe is alwayes counted 
chaſt inough, that is chary mough : then Madam, let 
2 loue, whom, if you pleaſe, pou map bleſſe 


It map be, vou will * — Philippoiga Conte, 
and 


PHILOMELA. 


but —— let — — 

— — They map 

— —ů— B 

the other. Since then, Madam, 3 

with the Scozpion, and cannot be helpt oz hated by 
none but by the @co2pion: that J am wounded 

chilles launce, and I muſt be healed with 

cheon: that J am intangled and ſ\nared in pour beau⸗ 
ty, and mult be ſet at liberty onely by pour lone;Loke 
bpon my paſſions, and pitty them, let mee not die foz 
deſiring your ſweetſelfe, but rather grant me fauour, 
and eniop ſuch a Louer, as will pzize pour honour be; 
foze his life, and at — — dutifull 


Vours euer, though neuer 


yours, 


Giouanni Luteſio. 


Pauing finiſhed his Letter thus amozouſlp , hee re- 
membzed himſelfe , and although Philippo ſtayed foz 
htm in the garden, yet he ſtept once again ta his ſtandiſh, 
and wꝛote vnder this following ſonnet: 

Natura nihil fruſtra. 


On women Nature did beſto two eyes, 
TOY OR Like 


PHILOMELA, 
Like Hemians bright lamps,in matchles beauty ſhining, 
Whoſe beames doe ſooneſt captiuate the wiſe 
And wary heads,made rare þy Arts refining, 
Bur vrhy did Nature in her c — 
Plant tvvo faite eyes vvithin a tious face, 
That they might fauour tyvo vvith equall grace? 


Venus did ſooth vp Vulcan vvith one eye, 

With th'other granted Mars his yviſhed glee: 

If ſhe did ſo, vvhom Heimens did defie, 

Thinke loue no ſinne, but grant an eye to me, 

In vayne elſe nature gaue two ſtars to thee: 

If then two eyes may well two friends maintaine, 
Allow of two, and proue not Nature yayne, 


Natura repugnare 
bellumum. 


After he had ended this Sonnet, he went, and ſhew- 
ed tht to Signior — — liked well ol his paſſio- 
nate humour, and ed nothing moze then to heare 
what anſ were his wife would make to theſe amo2ous 
poems : therfoze that he might grant Luteſio the fitter 
opoztunity to deliuer them, he toke a ſkiffe,and went 
with ſundꝛy other Gentlemen his familiars, to ſolace 
himſelfe vpon the waters. In the mean while Luteſio, 
who was left alone by himſelfe, beganne to enter into 
the leaſt diſpoſition ofa iealous man, that would ha- 
zard the honour of his wife, to content his owne ſuſ- 
pitious humour, and whette ona friend to a fained 
fancy, which in time might grow to an vnfained affec- 
tion: ſo that ſmyling to himſelfe, he beganne thus to 
murmure in his mind. Is not he wozthy to finde 
that ſeekes, and deſerueth hee not many blowes, that 
craues to be beaten?Sith Philippo will bup the Buckes 
head, is he not wozthp to * — 

3 e 
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he will needs haue me tourt his wife in ieff, were it not 
well if hee might haue the Cuckow mearneſt: Knowes 


- men? fo: beauty is a bayte — foo 
with. But J lone him to well, and J 
dy to much, to motion ſuch a thought in earneſt: though 
he be folitſh, Jknowher to 1 loue to the 


Philome- 
la came into the Garden with two ol her wayting wo- 
men, who ſteing Luteſio ina dumpe,/ thought hee was 
deuiſing of his new loue: whereupon ſhee ſtept to him, 
and beganne to aſke him, if he pzoceded in his purpoſe. 
Padam,quoth he, if Jmeane to perſeuer in life, and 


is plants, began ſomewhat 
pitty his paſſions, and aſ hed hun, if yet hee had made 
the motion: No Madam, quoth Luteſio, but here A 
haue witten her my mind, and pleaſe it pou, = 
ſhall be my Secretary, both to reade my letter, and ſee 
her name, foz J know vou will conceale it. Philo- 
mela deſirous to ſee what Lady it was Luteſio was in 
lone withall, as Natura mulicrum Nouitatis auida, 
toke it very kindly at Luteſios hands, that he would 
participate his ſecrets vnto her, and pꝛomiſed not onely 
to be ſilent, but to pteld her opinion of the hope of his 
ſuccefſe; ſo hee toke the letter and pꝛomiſed the next 
moꝛning to giue it him againe, and ſo they fell into o⸗ 
ther chat, talking of ſundꝛy matters, as their pꝛeſent 
occaſions did miniſter, till at laſt Philomela with child 
to 


PHILOMELA. 


to ſee the contents of the Letter, take her leaue and 
went into her Cloſet, — the Deales , 
ſhe found lines far vnfitting to her expectation. 

As ſoone as ſhe ſaw Luteſios loue was meant to 
her, ſhee rent the paper in a thouſand peeces,and exclai⸗ 
med againft him in moſt bitter tearmes, vowing her 
Lo2d ſhould bee reuenged vpon him foz this int ended 
villany, o2 elſe hee ſhould refuſe her fo2 his wife: thus 
alone while thee bzeathed ont moſt hard inuectiues a- 
gainlt him, yet at latt, that ſhe might aggrauate her 
dul bands viſpleaſure the moze againſt him, ſhe gathe⸗ 
red vp the peeces, and 
ouer,where 
to grow from a mind full of 
tmled her choler, hee reſoluednot to tell her huſband , - 

left if hee ſhould kill Luteſio, thee might bee 
thought the occaſion — — and ſq. 
bag her honour in queſtion, 
and The toke paper and 
inke,and wꝛote hun this 
ſharpe reply, _ 


Phila- 


PHILOMELA, 


n "= 4 _—_ , 
that the ſerpent with the bꝛighteſt ſcales ſhzouveth the 
molt fatall venome, that the Ruby,whatſoeuer foyle is 
hath will ſhew red, that when nature hatcheth vicious, 

Chou art like, Luteſio, vnto the Pyſop,growing in 
America, that is liked of ſtrangers fo2 the ſmell, and ha⸗ 
ted of the inhabitants fo2 the operation, being as pꝛe⸗ 
iudiciall in the one, as delightſome in the other: ſo thou 
in voyce art holden honeſt, and thercfoze liked, but be- 
ing once looked into, and found laſciuious, thou wilt 
grow into as great contempt with thy familtars, as 
now thou art honoured amongſt ſtrangers. Hadſt thou 
none anſwerable to thine appetite, but Philomela: noz 

none 


PHILOME LA; 7? 
lipper cauſt chu wy wee fo 


* 9 „ 1 
e ' V3: 0 4 7 365! Aol eq? 


"." Tellme, . lpeale@t wot? 


graunted vnto thee, on to any - other, exttasdinary 

fanourss haue bete froward — EINCE 

wanton teickes.ſhewed the -wzacke7iof my thaſtitys tt 

——— (2—4 me, mt 
I will call fo2 grate, and mend them, 

whit the moze befrienwthee 2: —— I — 

. Luteſio, — — 


his onely loue, that owes thee ſo much laue: iudge the 
beit, and hope that J — 08 doeſt it = 


PHILOMELA:. 


to trie me if it beſo, J hake it withthe nagepatience,, 
yet viſcontent thou ſhoulveff trouble mine epes with a 
—— but if thy paTſionate humour be in car- 
neft, it contents me not to deny thee, but tu defic the; 
I pzoclaime my felfe enemy to thy life, as thou arte 
uious of mine, my huſbands donour. N willincenſe 
Wing to renenxe wit his ſwad, what I canunt 
with won, and neuer liue in quiet, till Aſee 
— — — vniefſe thy 
— — — 
my huſhanaos houſe, les thou lwke _ A dagger in 
— frede not at my Tadle, left = quatt 
Alexander thy \fatalh waught. To bee bziefe, 
lone not eee rm veto ups 
Heayen, become penitent foz thy fand and foliſh patty 
ans: let mer ſee repentance. in thy eyes, and —— 
in thy attians: bens than hatt ben, a friend/to! P 
kppo, and a fauqurex of mine honaur, anv though thou 
haft deſeruep..but-meanely , yet thou (ſhalt bee wel- 
come 228 und whatforurr is paſt, 


f the Conty;otherwiſ 
thy reſt, wer wl nat both lie. together in Itaty. 
Farewell, 


CH, 


n * 1 " Never hinechough thowere 
5 not Philippoes, 
Philomela Media. 


Paningenvedher letter. the refolues'to anſwerehis 
ſounet,as well tohew her wit, as td choake his wan- 
— Poms: 4 


Quot Cords, to Amores, 


Natura 


1 * 
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Nature foreſceing ho men would deuiſe 
More wiles chan Pranbeuu, warmen to entiſe , 
Graunted them two, and thoſe bright ſhining eyes, 
To peatce into mans faulti if they were wiſe. 
Fot ES ſhew of vertue maſ ke their vice, 
Ther to womens cyet ; e gifts, 
The one muſt loue, che — —— gp 


Both theſe await vpon one ſimple heart, 

And what they chooſe, it hides vp without change. 
The Emrauld will not wich bis portraite part, 

Nor will a womans thoughts delight to range. 

They hold it bad to haue ſo baſe exchange. 

One heart, one friend, though that two eyes do chooſe 
No more but one, and heart will neuer looſe him. (him, 


Cor vnum, Amor vnus. 


As ſoone as ſhe had ſealed vp her letter, ſhe bꝛokt no 
delay, but ſent it ſtraight by one of her wayting women 
to Luteſio, whom ſhe found ſitting alone in his chamber 
reading vpon a boke; Interrupting his ſtudy, the deli- 
uered hun the lette r, and the meſſage ol her Lady. Lu- 
teſio kind, gaue the Gentle woman a kiſſe:foz he thought 
the valued a lip fausur moze then a pete of gold, ę with 
great curteũe gaue her leaue to depart : the was ſcarſe 
out of the chamber, but he opened the letter, and found 
what he expected, the reſolution of a chaſt Counteſſe, 
to wozthy ol ſo iealous a huſband, p2ayſing in himſelfe 
the honourable mind of Philomela , he went abꝛoad ta 
nr rn entree ty the 
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wind ſhakes no come. Helena wit to Paris, 
vet ſhe ran away with him. Trie her once again, Luteſio 
and fo2 my life thou ſhalt finde calmer wozds, ſwirter 
lines: Luteſio with his eyes full of choler made him this 
anſwere.?hilippo,if thou beeſt ſo ſottiſh, with Cephahes 
to betray thy wiues honour, perhaps withhun,p:oue the 
firſt that repent thy trechery: When the wilde Boare is 
not chafed,thou mayeſt chaſten him with a wand, but be⸗ 
ing once indanunaged with the dogges, he is diſmall. 

Women that are.chaſt while they are truſted, pꝛoue 
wantons, being ſuſpected-cauſelefe: Lelouſie isaſpurre 
toreuenge. Beware Philomela heare not of this pꝛa⸗ 
ctiſe, leſt ſhe make thee eate with the blind man many a 
fite. Canft thou not, Philippo, content thy ſelf;that thy 
Lady is honeſt, but thou muſt plot the meanes to make 
her a barlot: If thou likeſt hunters fees ſo well, ſccke 
another wodman; fo2 J will not play an appleſquire, to 
fede thy humours. If Aenice knew as much as J am 
pꝛiuy to, they would hold thee woꝛthy of that thou haſt 
not, and her a fle, if thee gaue thee not what thou ſce- 
keſt fo. I am ſoʒty, I haue wꝛonged her vertues by (0 
bad a motion: but hencefoꝛth, Philippo, hope neuer to 
get me in the like vepnez and moze, it thou leaueſt not 
from being ſo vaine, J will abandon thy company, and 
renounce thy friendſhip fo2 euer. 

Philippo hearing his friend Luteſio ſo ſhoꝛt, vefired 
him to be content, patient and ſilent, and he would raze 
out the ſuſpicious conteit that haunted him, and foz euer 
after grace his gon wife with moꝛe loue and honour : x 
with that, Philippo and he walked to the Mako: but 
Luteſio would not fo2 that night gor to the houſe of Phi- 
lippo, left his pꝛeſence might be offenſiue toPhilomela, 
and ſo dziue him into ſome dumpiſh choller. 

Philippo comming home, was welcome to his Lady, 
and being ſomewhat late, they ſate downe touingly to 
ſupper-The firſt courſe was no ſwner come in, _—_— 

wp: 
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lippo ſapd,he maruelled, that all that day he had not ſeen 
Lutcho: this he ſpake with his eyes on Philomelas facr, 
to ſee what countenance ſhe would hold at his name,ſhe 
little ſulpecting, her huſband had been pꝛiuy to her new 
tepk no knowlevge of any thing, but paſt it ouer fmoth- 
lw, und vſed his fozmer wonted familiarity to his wife. 
The next day going abꝛond, Luteſio came to his houſe , 
and went not in as his cuſtom was, boldly, but walking 
in the Hall, aſked one of the Carles Gentlemen, if the 
Counteſſe was ſtirring: hee maruelling at Zurefios 
frrangeneſſe,ſmiled,and ſaid, ſir, what needs this queſtt- 
on? my Lady is alone at her booke, goe vp ſir, and helpe 
her in her Puſes. I p2av pou, quoth Luteſio, go to the 
Counteſle, and tell her Jam here, and would if her lev- 
ſure ſerued her, gladly haue a woꝛd with her. The Gen⸗ 
tleman, though he wondered at theſe vucouth woꝛdes of 
Luteſio, yet he went vp and tolde his Lady the meſſage, 
who pꝛeſently leau ing her boke and company, all to a 
uopde out of the Chamber, ſent foz him vp;who no ſoo⸗ 
ner came into her pꝛeſence, but ſhe ſaluted him with ſuch 
a frown, that he tov as moztrfied,as if he h ad bin ſtruc⸗ 
ken with the eye of a Baſeliſke. Philomela ſeeing him in 
this pallumate agony, began with him thus. 

I cannot tell Luteſio, how to ſalute thee eyther with 
lokes oꝛ ſpeeches, ſecing thou axt not as thou ſeemedſt 
once my wel wiſher, and my huſbands friend. The La- 
pidaries value the ſtones no longer then they hold their 
vertues: noꝛ I pꝛize a Gentleman no longer than he re- 
gards his honour. Foꝛ, as a Diamond with a cloud is 
caſt into the Goldſmithes duſt: ſo a Gentleman with- 
out credit, is tarrleſſyholden foz refuſe. I read thy letter, 
and J anſweredit : but tell me, how ſhall J take it? as 
thou replpeſt, ſo wil A mtertain:if to trie me, thou ſhalt 
nde the moꝛe fauour : if to betray me, hope foz nothing 
but revenge . Luteſio ** Philomela ſo 3 

& 3 bly- 
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rr this 
a E. f 
Madam, as my face bewzapes my folly, and my 
ruddy hue my rechleſſe ſhow, ſo let my wozds bee 
holden fo2 w of my truth, and thinke whatſo- 
ener J ſay is ſoth: by the faith ofa Gentieman, then 
aſſureyour ſelfe, mine eye hath euer loued you, but 
neuer vnlawfully : and what humble 


neſt vou. This letter was but to make triall 
you liked Philippo, to whom J owe ſuch faith 
it would grieueme, hee ſhould haue a 
know not, Padam, what humour d2zew mee on to it. J 
am ſure, neyther pour wanton lookes, no2 light de- 
meanours, but a kinde of paſſion deſtined to bebe 
myne owe pꝛeiudice, if your fauour exceede not my 
deſerts; If therefoꝛe your Ladyſhippe ſhall toꝛgette 
and foꝛgiue this folly, and conceale it from the Carle, 
who perhaps may take it meant in earneſt, enioyne 
me any penance, Padam, and J will perfozme it with 
patience. i 

Philomela hearing Luteſio thus penitent, began 
to cleare vp her countenance, and ſapde to him thus: 
It is folly to rubbe the ſkarre, when the wound is 
almoſt whole, oz to renew quarrels, when the matter 
is put in tompꝛimiſe: therefoze amitting all, Luteſio, 
J pardon thee, and pꝛomiſe neyther to remember thy 
folly my ſelfe, no2 pet to reueale rt to my huſband,but 
thou ſhalt bee euery way as heartily welcome to me, 
as thou wert wont: onely this ſhall be thy e, 
to ſweare vpon this Bible, neuer hereafter to motion 
me of any diſhoneſty. To this Luteſio willingly gran- 
ted, and tooke his oath : ſo were they reconciled, and 
the Counteſle called fo2 a cuppe of wine, and d2unke to 
him: and after, to paſſe away the after noone, they 
fell to cheſle: after a mate oz two, the Counteſſe was 
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one Margareta Strouia, 4 Uenettan 
to bilſte her, umd Luteſio went 
in the garden by chance: as he was 
the Parlvur,he met the Carle, whom 
arme, and led hun into one of the pꝛi⸗ 
and there recounted vnto hun, re- 


tragicke ſy:rowes , 
entyed-into the Theatre of Philomelaes life, tand be- 
93 ate a balefull rene in che man⸗ 


D Philihay'who had not giiits exthiquilhe f ſnifpiti- 
eee in the rinders of meluntholy, the 
glowing ſparkes of iealouſte, beganne afreſh to tin- 


lome- 
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lomela is thy wife, ſo thee is hone: and pet both 
map ioyne iſſue, and pꝛoue diſemblous; Lovers heue 
Argus epes, to bee wary in their doings, and -An- 
gels tongues, to talke of holincfle,when their hearts 
are moſt laſciuious ; though my wie returned a 
taunting Letter to him openly, pet hee might ſend 
him fwerte lines ſecretly, her ſatiable anſwere was 
but a cloake foz the rapne ; foz; euer fince, they haue 
— familiar, and leſſe aſunder, no ſhee is ne⸗ 


tapes, — peeping in at the locke; hole, ſam 

ſtanding at a bay - windo 

king verp familiaxiy: which fight firoke ſuch a ſuſpi⸗ 
| franticke, 


1 2 in the enn ere Lute- 
ſio and the Counteſſe went dolon together to walke, 
where they found the Earle in his dumpes; but they 

0 
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two wakened him from his dzowſie melanchol 


the pleaſant denices of Signeor Luteſio, Philippo ma- 
king at all no ſhe w of his ſuſpition, but en 

his friend with all accuſtomed familiarity;ſothat they 
paſt away that day with alt contented pleaſures, till 
night, the infoztunate bieder of Philomelas miſfoz⸗ 
tunes grew on, when ſhe and the Carle went to bed 
together: foz, as ſhe lap talking, thee ſtarted, be ing 


mend him; that, though fox the ſpace of foure peares 
that they had beene married, ſhe had had no child, yet 
_ hee had played the mans part, and gotten her 


a 

This toucht Philippo at the quicke, and doubled 
the flame of his iealouſie, that as a man halfe luna- 
ticke, hee leapte out of the bed, and dꝛawing his ra- 
pier, begannethus to menace pe Philomela, - In- 
teſtuous ſtrumpet, moze wanton then Lamia, moze 
laſciuious then Lais, and moze ſhameleſſe then Paſo- 
phane, whoſe life as it hath bene ſhadowed with pain⸗ 
ted holineſſe,, ſo it hath beene full of peſtilent villanics; 
thou haſt ſuckt ſubtilty from thy mother,thou haſt lear- 
ned with Circes to inchant, with Calipſo to charme , 
with the Spzens to ſing, and all theſe to bzeede my 
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paſt ouer with ſozrow many adde pꝛankes, thinking 
fill, time would hane altered thy thoughts, but now 
thou haſt ſpoꝛten thy belly full, and gotten a Baſtard, 
and wouldeſt fop me off to bee the Father:no,though 
Abe blinde, J will not ſwallow ſuch a Flie. Foz 
the time of thy quickning, and his freſh acquaintance 
tumpes in an euen date; this fowze peare J haue been 
thy huſband, and could not rayſe vp thy belly, and 
Luteſio na ſener grew familiar with thee, but hee 
got thee with child: and were it not, baſe ſtrumpet, 
that J reſerue thee to further infanp, J would p2e- 
ſently butcher thee, and the bꝛat both with one fab :: 
And with that he flung ont of the Chamber, leauing 
pee Philomela in a great maze, to heare this vnlokt 
fo2 difcourſe : inſomuch, that after ſhee had lyen a 
while in a traunce, comming ther ſelfe, ſhee burſt 
fozth into abundance of teares, and paſſed away the 
night in bitter complaints, whileſt Philippo madde 
with the franticke humour of icaloufie, ſate in his 
ffudp, hammering how he might bzing both Lute ſio 
and her to conſufion; one while he reſolved to pꝛouide 
Gallyesready foz his pallage· and then to martherboth 
his wife and Lute ſio, and fo to flie awapmto fome 
fozrapne — 8 * he —— b to — 
them befoze the neare kmſman, and haue 
them openiy puniſhed with the extremity sf the Law 
but hee wanted witneſſes ts confirne „ 


a 


PHILOMELA. 


| Being thus in: aquandary, at laſt, hee 
called vp two Genowayes hits ſeruants,/ flaves that 
nepther regarded Gad, Religion noz Conſctence, 
and them hee ſubozned with ſweet petſwaſions, and 
large pzomiſes, to ſweare, that he and they did take 
Luteſio and Philomela in an adultervus actin ——— 
though the baſe villaines had at all uo ſparkes- of 
honeſty in their minds, yet the honour of their Lo 
dy, her curteſie, to all her knowne vertues, and ſpe- 
ciall god qualities did ſo pzeuaple, that they were 
blennſh . 2000 


ſo als. the hope of golde, 
ſent to conficme by oath, — He thould 


vowne to them. 

Mherenpon the next mozning the Tarte gat him 
earely to the — of Uenice,who was his Couſin Ger⸗ 
maine, and made ſolemne complaint of the viſhonoz 
offered him by his wife and Signior Luteſio: crauing 
iuſtite, that he might haue ſuch a manifeft injury re⸗ 
dꝛeſled with the rigour of the Law. 

The Duke, whoſe name was Lorenſo Medici , 
grieued that his Kinſman was vered with ſuch a 
croſſe, and ſozrowed, that Philomela, that was ſs 
famous in Atalp foz her beauty and vertue, ſhould 
diſhonour her ſeife, and her huſband, by peelding her 
loue to laſciutous Luteſio, ſwearing a p2eſent 
diſpatch of reuenge, and thereupon graunted ont 
warrantes to hing them both pzeſently befoze 


hum. 

Philippo glad of this, went his way to the houſe 
of Luteſio well armed, and euerp wap appointed, 
as if hee had gone to ſacke the ſtrongeſt holde in all 
Italy, carrying with him a crue of his friends and 
familiars, furniſhed at all points to appzehend the 
guiltleſe Gentleman; s ro —— 

2 houſe, 
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houſe, they founr one of his ſeruants ſitting at the 
de: Wha ſeeing the Earle, ſaluted him reuerentiy, 
And:maruellet what the reaſon ſhould bee, hee was ac- 
companied with ſuch a multitude. 

' Philippodemaunden of him where his aſter was: 
walking, way it pleaſe your Honour, (quothhe)in his 
Garden. Then.ſapes the Carle, It he bee no moꝛe 
buſie, J will — ſpeake with him, and 
therefo2e follow me, fapeth he to the crue, who pꝛea⸗ 
ſing in after the Earle, encountered Luteſio, comming 
from his Garden to goe into his Chamber: as ſoone as 
he.ſpyed Pbilippos- with a merry lache, as if his heart 
had commanded his eyes to bid him welcome, hee ſalu⸗ 
ted the Carle maſt graciouſly, but highly was aſtoni- 
_—_ ſce —— a troupe at his heeles. 

hilippo contrary (as Lurefio offerpvo tnbzace 
hin with beft hand) tooke. him faſt by the boſomo, 
and pulling foꝛth his poineard,ſapd: Traytoz, werte it 
not J regard mine honour, and were loth to be ble⸗ 
miſht with the blond of ſo baſe a companion, J would 
rippe out that falſe heart that hath violated the faith 
once vniten betwirt vs: but the extremity of the Law 
ſhall reuenge thy villany: and therefoze Officers take 
him into pour cuſtody, and carry him p2eſentlyto the 

Dake, whither J will bzing ftraight the Strumpet 
his Paramour, that they may receyue condigne pu- 
— foz their hapnous. and deteſtable treache- 


898 Luteſio, who little lookt fa: ſuch a greeting 
of the Earle,wondzed whence this bitter ſpeech ſhould 
grow, ſo deepely amazed, that hee ſtaode as a man in a 
traunce, till at the laſt, gathering his. wits together, 
hee beganne humbly: and fearefully to haue replyed: 
when the Carle cammaunded the Officers to carry 
— not he are him utter any one 

d. 

De 
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Ho ſpeeding him home ta his ownehouaſe, to fetch 
his ſozrowtall And fanitleffe wife, to heare the baleful 
: comming vp into 


on her moſthearty and deus ut pzayer,that it 
would pleaſe G O D, to cleare her — from his 
and pꝛotect her from en repꝛoach oz. 
flaunder, vttering her Oziſons th 5 ſuch heart-bzea- 
king fighes, and aboundanteof teares, that the baſe 
Catchpoles that came in with him, toke pitty, and vid 
compatſionate the extremity ot᷑ het paſſions : But Phi- 
lippo, as if he hab participated his nature with the bloud 
thirty Caniball, oz eaten of the ſeathin rote, that ma⸗ 
keth a man to be as cruell in heart, as it is hard in the 
rvnde, ſtept to her, and caſting her backward, bad her a⸗ 
riſe ſtrumpet, and haſtily make her ready;fo2 the Duke 
A tomming, and had ſent his officers to fetch 
er. 

Perplexed Philomela, caſting vp her eye, and ſc- 
ing ſuch a Crue of Rake-hels,. ready to attend vpon 
hun, was ſo ſurcharged with griefe, that ſhe fell'vown 
ma paſſion; Philippo let her lie, but the Biniſters 
Kept vnto her, and recepued her againe: as ſone as 
the was come to her ſelfe, the deſired Philippo, that 
koz all the lone of their youth,he would graunt her but 
onely this one fauour, that ſhe might not be carried 
befoze the Duke, with that common attendance, but 
that ſhee and he might go together without any further 
open diſcredite, and then, if ſhee could not p2oue her 
ſelfe innocent, let her without fauour,abive the penal- 
ty of the Law. Although ſhe craucd this bone, with a⸗ 
bundance of tears, pet Philippo would haue no remoꝛſe, 
but compelled her to attire herſelfe, and then conuayed 
her with this crue to the Dukes palace, where there 
was gather ed together all the Conſigladioꝛs, and 
thiefe Magiſtrates of the — Mer paſſing tha- 
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row theſreetes, dzaue agreat wonder tu the Units" 
„ what the cauſe of her trouble thoutd be: fo thi 


At laſt, 


beganne 
Uenetians, (right famous Duke, and honourable Pa- 
giſtrates of this ſo wozthyaCity,) how euer ſinte J 
married this Philomela, Jhane yelved her ſuch laue 
with reverence, ſuch affection with care, ſuchDdeuotes 
fauours with affected dueties, that J did rather honour 
her as a Saint, then regarde her as a wife: ſo that the 
Uenetians counted me, rather to dote on her extreame- 
iy,thento lone her oꝛdinarily; neyther can Jdeup, 


ſhippe 4 haue ſhowne to Lutcho, how hee was my 
ſecond felfe, except Philomela, his boſome was the 
Cell, wherein J hid vp my ſecrets, his mouth was the 
D:acle, whereby A directed mp actions; as J could not 
be without his pzeſence, ſo J neuer would —_— 

ing 
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thing without hie tone: 
to his honour, * y reſeruing 
that F haue pzitiate to-my ſelfe, the 
liſten to a Tale ofruthe, 'Uenetians) neyther regar 
ding & O D, nos reſpecting his neyther moued 
with feare, noz touched with faith, foꝛgetting all friend- 
hippe, became amo2oufly to wo my wife, · and at laſt, 
diſhonefiy wanne her: and now of long time, laſcinuy 
oully hath uſed her, which A tuſpected, as little as J tru- 
ſod, and affected then both deeper. | 
 - Howlongthephinecontimied in their adulteroug 
loues J know not: but as time hatcheth trueth,and re⸗ 
uealeth the intratles of hidden ſecrets, ſo peſter⸗ 
day, Oh, che bale kull bay ol my diſbonour Luteſio, 
and wy wie, being fülpecet of tgo much familiarity by 
my ſeruants, though neuer miſtruſted by me, were wal 
ched by theſe Genowayes,; who ſteing them in the 
Chamber together, ſhameleſſe as they were, hauing 
little regarde of any pꝛiuy pꝛyers into their actions, fell 


to theſe amoꝛous ſpoʒts, ſo openly that t achinck 
of the voze, theſe were — ol their walter, 
I being then in the Garden, comming vp, and finding 
theſe two peeping in at the doze, ſtole ſecretly vp, and 
with thefepoze flanes, was a beholder of mine gwne 
diſhonour ;'* My ſame was (o greate, and mp ſoz⸗ 
row ſo extreame, to fer mp wife fo inconſtant, and my 
friend fo falſe, that J ſtepped backe againe into the 
Garden, calling away there Uarlets, and leauing 
them ſtill Agents of theſe vnkind villanies: when A 
came into the Garden, ſuch was theloue to Philome- 
la, and ſo great the friendfhippe J boze ta Luteſio, 
that truſt mee, Uenetians, had my ſelte onely beene a 
witnele of their folties, A would haue ſmatheren the 
fanlt with tence; but knowing; that ſuch baſe .Raſ- 
tals would at one time oz other be btabbes, __ 4 
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— — ſp accuſe mee lo 
— pers A TI 
Law, chat haue (a peru reguited my loue: therfoze 
haue 2 Off that my diſ 
S 
rous ingratituae.. 


And here Philippo ee the hearers 
into agreat maze, that the Duke late — the 
Con ſiglaviozi muling, and the common 
— at 2 — — 


155 won Pao 
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ned, and no doubt, they tolde (yndzy tales to cleare 
themſelues: ines: det ili ewe, ine, £o2,the aath of the two 


aqueft of — 
e aud by uilty,convem- 


Ys 


ſhed, not outof Venice — woe wank 
and Territoz 
| As ſooneas ſentence is ginen, Luci fetcht a 
So 3 and his hand on his boſome, ſays; 
Ns | dillopall 


Philippo, d neuer 
againſt thee, noz once 


. 


ny 
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foz witneſſe, A appeale to none hut © © D, whe 
knoweth mee guiltleſſe, and to thine owne conſcience , 
o wanne fo this wꝛong, will euer bee reftleſſe. 
A bꝛoohe with patiente, in that J know 
—— — in my abſencte: fmoake 
tannat be hipven, noz the mong of Innocents ſcape 
without reuenge. A -onely grieve fo2 Philomela, 
whale chaltity-1s. is no ledle, then her ver tues are many, 
und her honours as farre from luſt, as thou and thy 
periured llaues from truth: It bootes not vſe many 
wozdes, - onely this J will ſap, Men of Uenice haue 
loft a friend, which he will miſſe, and a wife that hee 
will ſoꝛow foꝛ. And ſo he went out of the Councell- 
houſe, home to his owne lodging, hauing the terme of 
twenty one dapes appointed foz his departure. 
Philomela, peze ſoule, knowing what was in re⸗ 
tom, could not be reuerſt:that her credite was crackt , 
her honour vtterly blemiſht, and her name bought in 
contempt : foz all this,abaſhed not outwardly, what- 
ſoeuer ſhe conceyted inwardly, but ſeemed in her farre 
moze full of fanaur and beauty, then euer thee was be- 
foze; and her lookes ſo modeſt and graue, that Chaſti- 
ty ſeemed to fitte in her eyes, and to pꝛoclaime the 
w2ong was offered bnto her by theſe periurde per⸗ 
ſong. With this aſſured and conſtant countenance,firſt 
looking on the Duke, on the Conſiliadozi, on the com- 
mon people, and then on her huſband, ſhee vſed theſe 


D Philippo Medici, once the louer of Philomela , 
though now the wzacke of her honours, and the ble- 
mich of her high Foztunes, how canſt thou looke to 
heanen, and not tremble? how canſt thou beholde mee, 
und not bluſh: how canſt thou thinke there is a God, 
without feare:oʒ a hell, without hozroz :? canſt thon 
blinde — — theſe Ba- 

gi⸗ 
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gulrates into a falſe opinion of thine owne diſhonour, 
and my Mille teſtes conſcientia: if theſe 
Caues, the Miniſters of tyv iealous enuy ſhould grow 
dumbe, and all the we2lb Ment, pet will thme owne 
conſcience yaply cry = —— that thou haſt 
w2onged Philomela. the daughter ofa Dune, as 
— ermennngr I. — my vertues in Uenice, 
one beene as great as thine hondurs: my foztunes 

d my friends, moze then thine: all theſe will 
Rk into this cauſe , and if they finde ont mine 
— thinze —_ wozthy of great pen» 


in bare, I ple charihes to a deafe Adprr : 
therefoze J leaue theeto the chopce of anew Lone , 
and the Foꝛtune of afayze wife, who, if ſhee pꝛoue as 
honeſtly amo2ous towards thee, as Philomela, then 
w2ong her nat with ſuſpition., as thou haſt done mee 
— iealouſie : lelt We pzoustooliberall,and | pay my 


3 Philippo, haſt thou loft moze in loſing Lute- 
fo, then in fo:ſaking me, fo2 thou mayeft haue ma- 
ny honeſt wines, but neuer ſofaithfull a friend: there- 
foze though J bee diuozteed, bee thou and hee reconct- 
led, left at laſt, the hoꝛroꝛ of thy tonſcience dꝛaw 
thee into deſpaire , and paine thee with tos late re- 


Bo Philippo,euer wiſhing thee well, J will euer 
intreat, that neyther Gad may lay the wꝛong of mine 
innocency to thy charge, noꝛ my friends triumph i in thy 
infoꝛtunate r euenge, and ſo farewell. 

With this, ſhe ſtept fozth of the Hall, leauing Phi- 
lippo greatly toꝛmented in his conſcience;and the Duke, 
and all the reſt wond2ing at her patience: ſaying, it 
— pitty, thee was dzawne on to wantonne lle — 


The. 
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The rumours of this (pzead though all Uenice, of 
the laſciuious life of Philomela; ſome ſayde, all was 
not golde that gliſtered , that the fayꝛeſt faces —— 
b 

ſtrokes 


oft times the falſeſt hearts, and the ſmotheſt locke 
the moſt treacherous thoughts; that as the Agate 
it neuer ſo white without, vet it is full of blacke 
within, and that the moſt ſhining Dunne b:&deth the 
moſt ſharpe ſhow2es ; ſo women, the moꝛe chaſtity they 
— — are in ſecret ot᷑ their 
Others ſapd, it might be a compacted mat- 
ter by the Earle to be riddeof his wife: ſome ſaide, 
jm matter might be miſtaken, and made wozſe then 


inter tra ate pate Sills: 
mela, being gotten to a Gentlemans houſe, a friend of 
hers, ſate ſozrowfully, reſoluing how thee might beſt 
ſalue this blemiſh; one while ſhe thought to goe home 
to the Duke her Father, and incenſe him to reuenge: 
that againe ſhe mifliked,fo2 by open iartes, and ciuill 


— her huſband within the compaſſe of open trea- 
ery. 

Thus the ſecret loue ſhe bare ſtill to Philippo,weuld 
not ſuffice ; foʒ ſhe had rather beate guiltles ſhame, then 
bzing her huſband to perpetuall infamy. 

Thus vid thee plotte in her mind ſund2p wayes of 

reuenge: but at laſt, this was her reſolution, ſith her 

honour ſo famous though Italy, was now ſo highly 

ſtained, ſhe would nepther ſtay in Italp, noz yet re- 

turne to her father, but goe into ſome ſtrange coun- 

try, and there vie vnknowne, * being abſent wr 
- 
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the rumour of her bad repozt, ſhe might une, though 
poozely, yet quiet. 
R Upon this determination, ſhee ſet downe her teu, 
and gathered all her clothes and Jewels together: foz 
the Carle ſent her all, whatſdeuer he had of hers, and 
te returned him by the mellenger a ring with a Dia- 
mond,wherem was wzatten theſe wozds, Olim memi- 
niſſe dolebit. The Earietoke it, and put it on his fin- 
ger, which after bzed his further miſery. 
But leauing him a contented man, though with a 
troubled conſcience : foz the ſatiſfping ot his iealous re 


nenge. 

Againe, to Philomela, who hauing bp all 
her Jewels and treaſures , liftnev foz a heard 
of one that made to Palermo in Sicilia. As the pooz 
Counteſſe was careleſeofher ſelfe, as a woman halfe 
in diſpaire, ſo ſhe little regarded to what poꝛt of Chzt- 
ffendome the barke made, and therefoze hired palſage 
in that ſhippe ſo ſecretly, that none but her owne ſelfe 
and a Page did know, when oz whither te meant to 
make her vopage: ſo that on a fuvdaine, hauing cer- 
tame intelligence at what hours the ſhippe would warpe 
out ofthe Nauen, ſhe ſlipt awap, and her Page — 
her, and getting abend vnder \ her ſelfe 
to God, the mercy of the tas, and to the huſband of 


had not gone a League vponthe ſeas, 
but Philomela beganne to be ficke; whereupon 


ſter of the hippe comming in to ITED 
her in his epe, one — — creatures that euer 


— — —1— 
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ſhake him by the fler ue, that he ſate downe by her, and 
after dis blunt fashion, gaue her ſuch tert tomtoꝛt as 
Fuch a ſwapne could affo2d. . 
Philowelx thanked him, and toly him, it was nothing 
but a paſſion, that the roughneſſe of the ſeas had 
w2ought in her, who heretofoze was vnacquainted 
with any other waters then the river Po, and ſuch 
{mall creekes as watered Italy. 

Yerenpon the Haltet departed,but with a Flea in his 
care, and lone in his eve; m hee had almoſt foꝛgot 
his Compaſſe, hee was ſo farre out at compaſſe, with 
thinking how to campaſſe Philomela. In this amo- 
rous humour, hee beganne to viſite often the Cabin 
wherein Philomela lay, which was a meanes rather 
to encreaſe his fury, then to qualifie the fire of lone 
that beganne to heate hum: fo2,as he that playeth with 
a Be, may ſooner frete her ting, then taffe of her 
honep : ſo he that acquamteth himſelfe with loue, may 
moe eaſily repent hum then content him, and ſooner 
inthzall hunſelfe in a Labdzinth, then gette an houre 
of quiet liberty. o it tell out with Tebaldo, foz fo 
was the Maſter of the called: foꝛ he by conuer- 
ſing pzwately and with Philomela, became 
fo farre in loue, that he helde no happineſſe like the ob- 
tapning of this lone : hee noted the excellencie of her 
beauty,the exquiſiteneCe of her qualities, and meaſu- 
red euery part with ſuch pꝛeciſe judgement, that the 
ſmall heate ofdefire grew to a glowing fire of atfeui⸗ 
on. But foz all this, her durſt not reueale his mind vn; 
to her, leſt happily by his motion,ſhee ſhould bee money. 
vnto dif But as by time, ſmall ſparks grow 


pleaſure. 
into great flames: ſo at laſt, her waxed ſo paſſionate, 

that there was no way with him but death oz veſpaire, 
if he didnot manifeſt his thoughts vnto her: reſoluing, 
thus danmably — howſoener — 02: 
oztune: 
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foꝛtune vealt with him / her would haue his mind ſatiſfi- 
ed: fo; it ſhee graunted, then her would kepe her in 
Palermo, as his 
had her within the rompaſle of his 

haue his purpoſe by fozce,and ſo becom n of his con⸗ 
tent by conqueſt. — 
Thus reſolute,he went towards the cabin of Philo- 
mela, to bewꝛay his affection vnto her, when d;awing 
neare the doꝛe / he heard her playing moſt tunmingly vp⸗ 
on a Lute, certaine Lefſong of curious veſcant; ſtaping 
awhile, leſt he might interrupt ſo lweete Pulſicke : at 
— — .. 

Oh pooze woman, woꝛthy ſo tearmed, being bꝛonght 
to thy woe by a man now daeſt thou ſee, that as ſuch as 
are ſtung by the Tarentula, are beft cured by Puſicke : 
lo ſuch minds ag are vered by ſozrow,finde no better re- 
liefe then a fweetreliſh of comfozting melody. 

Ay Abſtemia, foꝛ ſo ſhe now called her name, the moze 
to diſguiſe her ſelfe: if Puſicke ſhould bee anſwerable 
to thy Partyꝛdome, oꝛ the excellency of deſcant confoz- 
mable to the intent of the diftreſoz: then muſt Apollo 
be fetcht fram heanen, Orpheus from his graue, Amphi- 
on from his reſt, the Syrens from therr cocks, to qual 
fie thy muſings with their muſickes: fozthough they 
excell in degrees of ſounds, thou exteedeſt in diuerſities 
of ſozrowes, being farre moe miſerable then muſicall: 


art holden the falſeſt: thy vertues were thought manp, 


now thy diſhonours are counted num berleſle:thou wert 
the glozy of thy parents, the hope of thy friends, the fame 
of thy Countrp, the wonder of thy time foz modeſty, the 
paragon of Italy foz honourable grace, and the pattern 
whereby women did meaſure their perfections ; foz ſhe 


that 
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that was holden leſfe modeſt, was counted a wanton s/ 
andthe that would ſceme moze vertuous, was eſtee⸗ 
med to pꝛetiſe: but now thou art valued worth leſſe ol 
mir 


Ab, hen I beene lalte to my hulbans, perhivs I had 
bene tnozefo2tunate, though not in mine owne- conſ(ct/ 
inte, vet to the epes of thowszld tele ſgſpetiov; and ſy. 


not deteued: but 1nnocehcy, to God is the ſmirteſt in · 


tente, an a conſcience without gult;is a. ſatrifice'of 
the pureſt (agour; What, though à be blamed-if um life 
be, bent me, nm honour will be recauered ſuʒ, as Od wil 
not luffet a mucther tu eſcape without pmimciit: 
he wil not let the mong ol the innocent goto his graue 
without reuenge. Though thou be banichen, Abſte- 
nua, vet comtoꝛt thy ſelfe, actount each Country thine 
owne, and cuevry hone man thy t let thy life 
ber meane, ſo ſhait thou not bee mts: fo: enuie 
crepeth not ſo law as Catages: redes bend with 
the wind, when Cedars fall with a blaſt: poze men 
rely lightly of Foztune, becauſe they are to weake foz 
Foztune, when higher ſtates feele her fozce, becauſe 
th ey nolle in her boſome : acquaint not thy ſelfe with 
many, leſt thou fall into the hands of flatterers,foz the 
popular ſoꝛts haue moze eyes and tonger tongues then 
the rich: ſeeme courteous to all, but conuerſe with 
few: and let thy vertues bee much ſpoken, though thy 
ſelfs liue neuer ſo pziuate.Yold honeſty moze dear then 
thy life,and be thou neuer ſo pon, vet be chaſt, and chuſe 
rather to ſtarue in the ſtreetes, then line daintil y at a 
Leachers Table: if as thou art beautifull, Abſtemia, 
any fall in loue with thy fauours, and what hee cannot 
winne by ſuites, will ſecke to get by fo2ce,+ ſo rauiſh 
thee of thy richeſt glozp: chuſe rather to bee without 
bzeath, then line with ſuch a blemiſh. Thou art —_ 
© 
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7 Hat is loue once diſgraced? 
But a wanton thought ill placed, 
Which doth blemiſh whom it 


And diſhonours whom it daineth, (payneth, 
Seene in higher powers 
Though ſome fooles doe fondly boſt, 
That who ſo is high of kin, 
SanGtifies his louers ſinne. 
Foue could not hide Hos ſcape, 
Nor conceale Caliſtos rape. | 
Both did fault,and both were framed, 
ofloues, whom luſt had ſhamed. 
Let not women truſt to men, 
can flatter now and then, 
And tell them wanton tales, 
Which doe breed their after bales. 
Sinne — — wee _ 
And greater ſinne, cauſe great of gree. 
Make 22 * 
If he be gh that doth the deed. 
Aar: for all his Deity, 
Could not Dem dignifie 


But Duc an trapt ” and her blame 


Ws puniſht with an open ſhame; 


LI 


All the Gods laught — ſcorne, 
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For dubbing Vulcam with the horne. 
Whereon-may a woman boſt, 
If her chaſtity be loſt. 
Shame awaitt h ypon her face, 
Bluſhing checkes and foule diſgrace, 
Report will blab, this is ſhe 
That with her luſt wins infamy. 
If luſting loue beſo diſgrac't, 
Die before youliue — 
For better tie with honeſt fame, 
Then lead a wanton life with (ſhame, 


As ſone as Philomelahad ended het Ditty, ſhee 
laide downe her Lute, and fell to her boke; but Te- 
baldo hauing heard all her ſecret meditation, was dꝛi⸗ 
uen into ſuch a maze, with the conceyt al her int om⸗ 
parable excellency, that he t@d as much aſtoniſhed to 
heare her chafte ſpeeches, as Attconto ſee Dianas na- 
ked beauties : entring with a piercing inſight into her 
bertues, and percepuing ſhee was ſome er per- 
ſonage then he at the firſt tooke her foz.; his toue was 
ſo quayled with the rarenefſe, of her qualities, that hee 
rather indeuoured to honour her as a Paint, then to 
loue her as a Paramour : deſire now began to change 
to reuerence, and affection to an honeſt deuotion , that 
hee ſhamed he once thought any way luſt towards ſo 


vertuous a creature. > | 
Thus metamozphoſed he ſtept into her Cabin, and 
formd her reading, to he did ſhew moze then acs 


tuſtomed reuerence: which Philomela returned with 

equall courteſle, . 
At laſt, he tolde her, how he had heard her lamen⸗ 
table diſcourſe of her miſ thehonsurablere- 
ſo tie him to bee de⸗ 


PHILOMETA. 
noted towards her, that if when ſhe came 


her vnder ſayl e towards Palermo: 
ing a 
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him „ nepther 
ſhould his baniſhment excuſe him,noz her viuoꝛce: foz 
he would haue both their liues,fo2 offering diſhonoz to 
the houſe of Bullaine. 

Upon this cenſure of the Duke, Luteſio was car- 
ried to pꝛiſon, and the Duke left mightily perplered; 
who-beganne to caſt in his mind many doubts of this 
ſtrange chance,vowing in his heart a fatall reuenge vp- 
onPhilippo, fo; blennſhing his daughters honour with 
ſuch open infamy.. 

When thus the Duke was in a heauy ſuſpition, 
one ob the Genowayes, whole conſcience tozmented 
him, ranne away from Uenics,and came to Pillaine: 
where comming to the Dukes Palace, he deſired to 
ſpeake with his Gꝛate from the County Philippo :be⸗ 
ing bꝛought ſtraight vnto him; as ſoone as he came 
into his pꝛeſente, he kneeled downe, trembling, and be- 
ſought hun foz mercy. 

The Duke aſtoniſhed at the ſtrange terroꝛ of the 
__ demanded of him what he was, and from whence 

e tame. 

The laue told hun that he was bozne at Genowa , 
and had been ſernant to that infoztunate Earle, the 
County Philippo Medici, and one of thoſe periured 
Trap toꝛs, that had bozne falſe witnefſe againft his 
Daughter Philomela. 

At this the Duke ſtarted out of his ſeat,and taking 
the fellow courteouſlyvp,badehimnot feare noꝛ doubt; 
fo2 if he ſpake nothing but the truth, he ſhould not onely 
be freelp pardoned, dut highly rewarded, 

Upon this the poaze diſcourſt from point to 
point: Firſt, the ſingular chaftity of his Lady and Mi⸗ 
n and then the deepe iealouſie of Philippo, -= 

1 
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fiſt, as he had learned, canſed his deare friend Sig- 
nior Giouanni Luteſio, to try her, who finding her wiſe, 
vertnous-and conſtant; fellout with the Carle, that he 
—. wꝛong his wife with ſuch taulele lle lui pi⸗ 


yr he rehearſed, how the County grew iealous, 
that Philomela fauoured Luteſio, and becauſe hee had 
no p2ofe to confirmhis miftraft,but his own.doubting * 
head, he ſabozned him; and a/ fellow of his tofweare , 
that they ſaw Luteſio and the Counteſſe euen in the 
very Act of adultery, which in them was periurp, and in 
him Leachery: foz both the Gentleman and their Lavy 
was innocent: and with that, falling dowur on his 
— ard melting into teates, he craued parvon of 
his li * 

The Duke, whoſe epes were full of fire, as ſpar- 
king feaenge and hate, dade him bee of god cheate , 
am pulling his parſe out of his pocket, gaue it ta him 
fo: an — — and char 
ged his Gentlemen to giue the Genoway good enter⸗ 
tainement: And with that ſent foz Signtoz Luteſio 
out of pꝛiſonz and ſozrowfull, that her had w2onged 
him ſo much, told him how one of the Genowais was 
come, that gaue falſe witneſſe againſt his daughter, & 
had reucaled all: which toped Luteſio at the — 
heart; ſo that humbly and with watery cherkes, he veft- 
red the Duke to renenge his daughters w2ongs ; but 
as 2 bootedhis intreaty, as ſpurres ta a ſwift 
hozſe. 
Foz, the Duke gathering a mighty Ar my, made 
as much ſpeedo as might bee towards Uenice, inten- 
ding to quit the wꝛong pꝛoffered to Philomela by ſuſ⸗ 
pitious Philippo , Who then liued in all deũred con- 
tent, in that his icalous humour was ſatiſfied : was 
bann to — chovſe foz — 

3 when 


that if Luteſio were go 


Pillaine, he would not onaly lay the plotte of 
chiefe againſt him, but alſo diſtouer his treaſon, and 
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hee was not come as an enemy againſt 
them, but as a pziuate foe to Philippo, and therefo:e 
required to app2oue his Daughters innocency, not 
by Armes, but by witneffes in the Senate houſe of 
Uenice: and if ſhee were found guiltleſſe,to haue cor 
— puniſhment eniopned and executed againſt Phi- 

ippo. 

This, if they did deny, hee was come with his own 
blade, and his Souldiours, to plague the Uenetians 
foꝛ the partiall iudgements of their Magiſtrates: and 
if they meant to haue him come into Uenice,he craued 
fo2 his aſſux ante ſufficient hoſtages. 

The Ambaſado:s returned with this anſwere ta 
the Duke anvthe Conſiliado:zy, who held his requeſt 
paCing reaſonable, and thought it would be diſhonoz 
to them and their eſtate, if they ſhould ſtand in deny- 
all of ſo equall a demaund: and therefoze the Puke 
not onely ſent him his onely ſonne, but ſire young 
ſonnes moze, all the Donnes of men of honour fog 


hoſtage. 

Upon whole arriuall, the Duke of Pillapne, one- 
ly accompanied with Luteſio, the Genowapes, and 
tenne other noble men, went to the City, and was 
magnificently intertayned by the Duke and the Ci⸗ 
tizons : where feafting that day, the next moaning they 
reſolncd to miete in the Senate houſe, toheare what 
could be alleadged againſt Philippo, whom they cited 
peremptozily to appeare, to anſwere to ſuch obiec- 
tions as ſhould be layd againſt him. 

The guilty Earle now beganne to forle remozſe 
of conſcience, and ta doubt of the iſſue of his treache- 


him, and there beganne to perſwade 

that although both @ignia; Luteſio any his fel 
low did bewzay the ſuboznation of periury, = — 
ould 
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chould deny it vnto the death, and kfoz His reward, 


hee bade him take halfe his Treaſure and his free- 
dome. 
The Genoway made ſolemne pꝛoteſtation, that he 
would perfozme no leſſe then hee commaunded him: 
and thereupon as an aſſumpſit, toke the Signet of the 
Carle, foz perfozmance of all couenants. 

Thus armed, as he thought, in that hee reſted ſafe- 
i in the lecreſie of his laue. The next day he appea- 
red in the Senate houſe, whither the Dukes of Pil- 
laine and of Wenice came, with all the Conſiliadiozyp 
and chiefe Citizens of the town, to heare how the mat⸗ 
ter ſhould be debated. 

At laſt, the Duke of Pillapne aroſe amongſt 
them all, and beganne thus to diſcourſe. A come 
not, Uenetians, to inlarge my Territozies with the 
\wozd, though 1 haue burthened your Bozders with 
the waight of armed men: riſe not in armes, to ſeeke 
martiall honours, but cinill iuſtite: not toclapme other 
mens right, but mine owne due, which is reuenge vpon 
falſe Philippo, foz his treachery againſt my innocent 
daughter Philomela: Innocent, I tearme her, though 
imuryhath wꝛonged her; and yet Jaccuſe not your 
ZDuks oz Confiliadiozy of iniuſtite, becauſe their cen- 
fure paſt accoꝛding to the falſe euivence p2opounded 
by periured Philippo; But J clayme iuſtice without 
partiality againſt him, which if it be graunted, J ſhall 
highly pꝛapſe pour Senate, and ber euer pzofeſt your 


friend: If it be denyed, J am tome in Armes to de 


fend my Daughters innocency, and with my bloud to 
paint reuenge vpon the gates of Venice. 

If Aſpeake ſharpely, blame mendt, ith mine honoꝛ 
is toucht with ſuch a'blemith ;- the viſcrevite of the 
daughter, is a ſpot inthe parents hom, and therefo:e 
1 3 eks to.excyſe-hev,acauonotiie; Ido _— 

nour 
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honour commaunds, and nature binds me to. 

Foz p2ofe, that I come not to ſanctifie finne in my 
Daughter, oz ſhadow her ſcapes with my counte- 
nance, I haue bzonght here not onely Lutcho, but 


ffieut:. when the Conſiliadiozy amazed at this bziefe 
and ſharp#\peech of the Pillanois, beganne to exa- 
mine the Genoway, who confeſt all the treachery: 
they hearing this, demaunded of Philippo, how her 
could anſwere the conteſſion at his Slaue:he ſmiling, 
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affirme what J teſtiſie, ann therefsze J appeale to 
2 foz by the verdict of this nave, will A 
£ * 
At this, the Duke of Uenice called the Geno- 
way foꝛth, and bade him ſpeake his minde. 

Then Lutefio riſing vppe, charged him, that as 
he was a Chziſtian, and hoped to bee ſaued by his 
merites, he ſhould umpartiallp pzonounce what hee 
knew. 


At this, the Genoway feeling a hozrozya ſecond 
hell in his conſcience, trembling as a- manamazed, 
and toucht with the ſting of Gods iudgements in his 
he art, ſtod awhile mute, but at laſt, gathering his 
ſpirites together , and getting the liberty of his 
ſpeech, falling downe vpon his knees, with his eyes 
full of teares,. hee confeſt and diſcourft the whole 
circumftance of the Caries villany, intended againſt 
Philomela; whereat, there was a great ſhout in the 
Senate houſe, and clapping of hands amongſt the com- 
mon people, they all te cop,crping, Philomela,inuocent 
Philomela. 2 

At this, the Senatozsſatefilent, and the Duke of 
Pillayne vert: and the County Phil;ppo now feeting a 
dꝛeadfull remozſe in his conſctefxce,vitered theſe woꝛds 
with great reſolution. 

Now doe J pꝛoue that true by experience, which 
earſt J held onely fo2 a bare P2ouerbe, that trueth is 
the daughter of tune: and there is nothing ſo ſecret , 
but the date of many dayes will reucale it: that as 
oyle, though it bemoyſt, quencheth not fire: ſo time, 
though neuer ſo long, is no (ure couert fo2 nne: but 
as aſparke rakte vp in Cynders, will at laſt beginne 
to glow, and manifeſt a flame: Co treachery, hidden 
in ſilence, will burſt fozth,and cry foz reuenge. 

Whatſoeuer 850 doth wozke, 9 
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cefle of time, the wozme of conſcience will bewzay. Oh 
Senatoꝛs, this may be applyed to myſelf, whoſe jealous 
head compaſſed this treaſon to Philomela,and this trea- 
chery to Luteſio, the one, a moſt honeſt wife, the other, a 
molt fathfull friend. 

It booteth little by cirtumſtance to diſcouer the 
ſoꝛrow A conceive, oz little neeve J ſhew- my wines 
innocency, when theſe baſe lanes, whom A ſnbozned 
to periure themſelues, haue pꝛoclaimed her chaſtity, 
and my diſhonour ; ſuffice it then, that J repent, 
though t late, and wound make amends, but J haue 
finned beyond ſatiſfaction, foz there is no ſufficient 
recompence faz vniuft ſlander. 

Therefoze in penalty of my periury towards Philo- 
mela, traue my ſelfe iuſtice againſt my ſeife, that pou 
would eniopne a penance, but no leffe then the extremi⸗ 


At theſe woꝛds of Philippo, the people murmu- 
red, and the Senate ſate awhile conſulting with them⸗ 
.ſelues, what were beſt to da; at laſt, they referred: it 
to the Duke of Pillapne, to gine ſentence and cenſure 
againſt Philippo, ſeeing the w2ong was his daugh⸗ 
ters, and the viſhononr his: who being a man of a 
milde nature, and full of ropall honour in his thoughts; 
rifing vp, with a countenance diſcouering a bind ot ſa- 
tiſfaction, by theſubmiſle repentance of Philippo, pꝛa- 
nounſt that the Carte ſhould abide that penalty was 
enioyned to his daughter, which was, that he ſhould ber 
baniſhed that both the Geno wapes ſhould haue their it 
berty, and a thouſand Dutats apece: and that Lute- 
ſio ſhould haue his iudgement reuerſt, and bee reſto:ed 
to his foꝛmer freedome. 

At this cenſure: of the Duke, they all gaue a ge- 
nerall applaufe, and Philippo, there with teares in 
his eyes, toake leaue, ** ſpend his — 
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rontentedly in (ecking out of Philomela,and when hee 
had found her; then in her pꝛeſence to ſacrifice-his bloud 
as a ſatiſfadion fo2 his Lechery. 

Luteſio like wiſe ſwoʒe to make a queſt foz her, and ſo 
did the Genowaies,and the Duke her father was as fo2- 
ward and the Þenate bzoke vp, and the Duke of Millain 
fozthwith veparted home to his owne country. Where 
weele leaue him going homward, and Philippo,Lutcho, 
and the Genowayes ſeeking foz Philomela. 

Once againe to the innocent Lady, who being ar⸗ 
riued in Palermo, was not onely courteonfly inter- 
tayned af the Paſter of the Shippe, but alſo of his 
wife : who noting her moveftp, vertue, ſilence, and 
other god pꝛoperties, and raxe qualities, was ſo farre 
in loue with her, that ſhee would not by any means let 
her depart aut of her houſe , but with a ſympathie of 
ſweet affections, did loue like two ſiſters, inſomuch , 
that Philomela was bzought to bedde, and had a poung 
Sonne, called Infortunatus, becauſe hee was bozne in 
the extremity of his Mothers miſerp: The Paſter 
— en his wife being pledges of his Chꝛi⸗ 

dome. 

Liuing thus obſcure, and pet famous in Paler- 
mo fo2her vertues , ſhe found that of all muſic ke, the 
meane was the. merrieft, that quiet reſted in low 
thoughts, and the ſafeſt content in the pooꝛeſt Cotta⸗ 
ges: that the higheſt tres abide the ſharpeſt ffto2mes , 
and the greateſt Perſonages tbe ſozeſt frownes of 
Foztune : therefoze with patience ſhe bzokt her homely 
courſe of life, and had mo ze quiet fleepes now in the 
Dhippe-maſfters houſe in then thee had in her 
Palace in Uenice; onely her diſtontent was, when ſhe 
thought on Philippo, that he had pzouedſo vnkind: and 
on Luteſio, that foz her ſake , hee was ſo deepely in⸗ 
turied: yet as well as ſhee might, ſhee ſalued theſeſozes, 

| any 
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and couered her hard foztumes with the ſhadow of her 
umorency. 

While thus ſhee livied honourably in Palermo, 
noted foꝛ her excellent behauiour and good quality: It 
foʒtuned that the Duke of Pillayne and Luteſio, both 
diſguiſed like two Palmers, had paſſed thzough many 
plates ts ſecke Philomela, and to reduce her from ba- 
niſhment, and at laſt arriued in Palermo, intending to 
ſoiourne there foꝛ a while, and then to paſſe vp. to Sama⸗ 
go ſſa, and ſo thzough rn haue intelligence of 
the diſtreſſed Caunteſſe. 


.' While thus they ſtayed, inquiring dlgentiy ot her; ; 
and not hearing any newes, ſith ſhee was ſeldome ſeen 
8 mar e changed, and called 


bppo — haning trauelled though viuers toũ⸗ 
tries to i nde out his innotent Coutifeſſe, wearied at 
laſt, not ſo much with trauell, as wich the 

woꝛzme of a guilty conſciente that till ed him: 
hee beganne moze and moze to enter into 


and to thinke his life lothſome vnto „ wiſhing day- 
ly foz death, ſo it might not come the guilt of 
his one hand, and pet teſ bee the mar 
— — dat gie dapes (1 in 
deſ pate Th 104-1492, e nit 5 2 7 
In this perplexed —— her pate himſelfe inta a 


thicke groue, there the better ta tommunttate in his me⸗ 
lancholy, vowing, if he heard not of Philomela in that 
to make that gr ous the monument o 

deſirous of death of the recouery ofhis wife; 
It foztuned that Arnoldo Srozzo, Sonne — Beyꝛe fo 
the Duke of Palermo, being in loue with u poung 
Gentlewoman, 6— ſome — 
ues 
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leagues from the City, picked fo2ward by the ertre⸗ 
mity of affection, thought to goe vilite her, -atthough 
her iwas not onely fozbidden by his Father, but wat- 
ched, left pꝛiuily hee might ſteale vnta her: pet as loue 
can finde ſlarting holes, he deuiſed this policy: he tar⸗ 
ried a laue that remapnen in his Fathers houfe a- 
bꝛoad ta the Gzoue with him, where Philippo laylur- 
king, and there changing apparrell withhim, hee got 
him to his defired Piſtreſſe, and bade the flaue returne 
couertl y into the City, and meete hun-the next vay at 
the ſame place. Parting thus, as he was going home⸗ 
ward, he was mette by a young Dicilian Gentleman, 
named Petro Salino, wha bearing a moztall grudge to 
the Dukes Sonne, in that hee affected the Gentlews- 
man, whom he ſo tenderly loued: Steing himalone; 
and thinking Him ta be Arnoldo 'Strozzabyhis. appar 
r tame now from his betoued-Pt- 
firedle,fet bponhim,and flew hint: and with his Rapier 
ſo mangled his — he could be diſcer⸗ 


ned. and thereuyon fied 
Arnoldos age miiing his Paſter, ſeeking abzoad 
fo hunin the » foz that he defiredofttumes to bee 
ſslitary, light vpon the dead body of the Slane, and 
— it to bee his Maſter, becauſe hee was in his 
appareil. cryed aut, and ranne hame, and carried newes 
thereol 10 Duke his Father : who, as 4 man 
diſtraught of his wits,commanded ſtraight ſcarch to be 
made, to finde out the acto of the Tragedy, cauſing 


the dead-co2yes. meme ma⸗ 
Caurtiers, 


ny teares.. ; 
Al:the Tourtiers, Gentlemen aw others, ſoaght 
— — Autho2 uf this murther: and 
not karre off where the ſlaus was flaine,found Pbilip- 
bead. and downe vntruft; his hatte laying 
hun, 6— * The X 
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The Courtiers ſeeing à than thus ſuſpitions, 
made inquiry what hee was: 'W uoth the Coun⸗ 
ty, J am the man you locke foz . Art thou then tayd 
the Couſin of Arnoldo, that blondy Traytour that 
haſt lapne the Dukes ſoringe? © 

The County glad hee had lo ſweet an occaſion to 
be ridve of his life, reſolute and bziefly ſayde; Jmar- 
— and J will kill his Father too, if euer JI 
reach 


"it att ms hr erty The — hl 


ned him what hee was, but vy 4 nes 'hee ans 
reueale vnto them: onely heſayd,he was an Italian, 
purpoſely come from UAenice to act tt. 

Dewey ſkraight was carried ty Ye Drake, that the 
murtherer was ory ren hoyk, ebe thereof, and 


eee fthe Conntry,to 
in 

wesen — ber jen — was 
fraight noyſed ab 
Dukes d dec ta Wee 
taken, and ſhould the Fe and exe⸗ 
tuted. | 


| her, nd to 
imd * fuuout ot the 02, law him through 285 
Window: As ſone' as Philomela had a — — 
8 Philipp o Medici her huſband diſgui 


and is kate the very ety ſignes ofveſyaire, 
hnfband r 1 
to oo to her Kegels net 


As thus thee was lnſibing talking with F 
there came a Uenetian that was reſident — 
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N Gentleman that had 
— — ry 
= — 


3 a Uenetian, aſked 
= 


1 — 
andamongf the reſt, he diſcouered 


the SEES Philippo was. baniſhed: and 
anon rene, fought about told out 
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owne life, and chuſe rather to die then to le him-wzon- 
ged:  Whyelſe vid Alceſt dis fo; Admetus? - Why 
did Portia eate coales fog the laue of Brinys;, H it 
— that wiues oughtto end theit linen withtheir 

Truth, Philomela,but Philippo is a Travto) , hee 
hath imblemicht thy fame, ſought to ruine thine honour , 
aymd at thy life,condemned thee both to diuoꝛte and ba- 
n ol thy 
Fathers houſe. 

And what of all this, Philomela2 hath not enery man 
his fault? Is there any offence ſo great, that may not be 
koꝛgiuen: Phil ippo did not wozke-thee this wzong be- 
cauſehe loned ſom other, hut becauſe he onerloued thee, 
twas iealouſie, not laſciuiouſnes that foꝛſt him to that 
fully: and ſuſpition is incident onely to ſuch as are kind - 
go A 

renenged thy iniury, 


Yath not 
—_—_ Cr; 
ſuffer ? as wilt honnaty giant indi eryr 
(Philomela) ſhet thy ſelfe vertnous, as ere thou 


honourable, and heape coales on his head, by 
— fan cer ts erteanitre gf ro Re ks 
Dukes ſonne, it is thzough 1 


come hither lola — intothis ml 


Palme-tree, the moze it is pied downe, - the 
: the Camomul, the moze it is tra⸗ 


den, 
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6. 
At laſt the Duke of Palermo beganne to 
mine him, if hee were he that ſlew his ſonne, hee 
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ſentence agninſt him. Then Philomela calling to the 
Duke, and defiring ſhe night be heard, beganne thus to 


" O mighty Duke ftay the cenſure, left thy vervict 
w2ong the innocent, and thou condemne an Earle 
th:zongh his owne deſpayzing euidencs: J ſie, and 
with trembling I feele,that aguilty conſcience is a thous 
ſand witneſſes. That as it is impoſſible to couer the 
light of the unne with acurtaine: ſo the remozſe of 
murther cannot be concealed in the cloſet of the moſt ſe⸗ 


= Philippo Medici, my 
ilippo Medici, 
— — 
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the effect of the matter, ſs that this Earle is 
found guilty,mp honaur ſaned,he nower- 
treamely diſtreſſed, | ] 

Conſider then, Sicilians, if this County my huſ- 
band hath offered me ſuch w2ong, what reaſon had x 
to pleade fo: his life: were it not the guilt of mine own 
conſcience, foceth me to ſaue the mnnocent : who, in a 
deſpayzing humour,weary of his life, confeſſeth him- 
— Authoz of that murther. which theſe hands did ex⸗ 
ecute. 

J am the woman, the infoztunate Counteſſe (Si⸗ 
cilians) who, ſuboznen by a Sicilian Gentleman, 
whom, by no toztures A will name, firff pꝛactiſed by 
witchcraft Arnoldos death: but ſ@ing that would not 
pꝛeuayle, I ſought to meet him alone, which J did 
veſterday by the Gꝛoue, and there offering hun an 
humble ſupplication, and he ſtouping to take it courte- 
ouſly , I ſtabd him, and alter mangled him in that (ozt 
vou found hun. 

This is truth, this is mp conſcience, and this J am 
by God infozced to confeſſe. Then, wozthy Duke, 
ſaue the innocent Carle, and pꝛonounte ſentence againſt 
me the offenver. 

I ſpeake not this, in that J loue the County, but 
that Jam fozft vnto it, by the remozſe of mine alone 
conſcience. 

Pere ſhee ended, and all they ſfoov amazed, and 
Philippo begatmme againe to reply againſt her, that ſhe 
did it to ſane him: but in baine were his wo2vs, foz 
thee vſed ſuch p2obable reaſons againſt her ſelfe, that 
theDuke to pzonounce ſentence againſt her, 
and the Duke her father at the point to bewꝛay himſelf, 
had it not beene that Arnoldo Strozzo the Dukes ſon; 
comming home, and meeting certaine plapne Country- 
men, heard this newes, how the Duke wag fitting in 


PHILOMELX. 


in dgentent againſt one that had murdered his ſonne, 
which newes as itdzone him into a wonder, ſoit made 
him haſte ſpevily to the place, to know the effect of the 
matter: and he came thither iuſt at the beginning of 
Philomelaes ozatton. 

Seeing therefoze two pleading thus foz death, hee 
himſelfe being aliue, and his father ready to condemns 
the innocent: hee commaunnded the company to giue 
wap, tame and ſhewed himſelfe, and ſayd, Map it pleaſe 
= Gzace, I am here, whom theſe confeſſe they haue 

ne. 

At this, the Duke fart vppe, and all the ſtanders 
by were in amaze. At laft, to dꝛiue them out of their 
dumps, her tolde them that hee thought, that the man 
that was murthered, and taken foz him, was a ſlaue, 
28 the day befoze hee had changed appar⸗ 


"Tye Duke,faz iop toſee his ſon, was a great while 
mute: At laſt hee veganne to examine the matter, why 
themſelues guilty:Philippo anſwe- 
weary of his life. Philomecla ſaid,foz 
— — rather to die, then he 
any wayes ſhould ſuffer p 

The Dicilians at this,looking Philomelzinthe face, 
ſhowted at her wondzous vertues, and Philippo in a 
ſound betweene griefe and io, was carried away halfe 
vead to his lodging , where he had not lyen two howzes , 
but in an extaſie he ended his life. The Duke of Pil- 
laine diſcouercd himſelfe, who, by the Duke of Palermo 
was highly intertapned. 

But Philomela hearing of the death of her huſband, 
fell into ertreame paſſions, and although Arnoldo 
Strozzo deſired her in marriage: yet ſhee returned 
home to Uenice,amd there lined the deſolate widdow 
of. Philippo Medici all her = : which conſtant chaſtity 

3 made 


